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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In order to allow a host computer to specify an operable logical unit (LU) , a 
storage system responds with extended LU information^ including at least connection 
portion numbers, target IDs and logical unit numbers according to an inquiry made 
from the host computer. In th e present invention, aA n external storage system adds 
extended LU numbers used in coupling as responses to linquiry commands to 
specified logical units. Owing to such addition, the host computer is capable of 
collecting responses of inquiry commands to special device files of all storage 
systems recognized by the host computer. It is thus possible to obtain a list of 
extended LU numbers corresponding to all logical units recognized by the host 
computer. Since such an external storage system using LUN security is capable of 
effecting coupling operations only on logical units recognized by the host computer, 
security is enhanced. 

Ow i ng to such add i tion, tho host computor i s capabl e of co lle cting r e spons e s 

of I nqu i ry commands to sp e c i al d e v i ce f i l e s of a l l storag e syst e ms r e cogn i zed by th e 
host comput e r. It i s thus poss i b l e to obtain a l i st 1 1 1 of e xt e nd e d LU numb e rs 
corr e spond i ng to a ll l ogical un i ts r e cogniz e d by th e host comput e r. Since such an 
e xt e rna l storage system us i ng LUN s e cur i ty is capab l e of e ff e ct i ng coup li ng 
op e ration on l y on l og i ca l units r e cogniz e d by the host comput e r, s e curity is 
enhanced. 
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